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CURRENT. iS. COLTURE. 


This handy list of holiday must-haves is all the guidance you need 
to score the perfect present for the kid in your life... 


Mobile Music (aside from the obvious iPod) 


I-Dog (Hasbro)—a music-lovers best friend! Just feed this robotic dog a steady 
diet of rockin’ tunes and he'll respond with lights, sounds and movement. And like 
a real dog, his “mood” changes depending on how much you play with him— 
unlike a real dog he can also be used as a speaker. 


iZ (Zizzle)—What iZ is a three-legged music-making character that bends into 
crazy positions. Press his belly to start a beat, change the rhythm by turning his 
ears and add sound effects by using the switch on top of his head. Like I-Dog, iZ 
can be used as a speaker that can be hooked up to any music source. 


ROKR (Rogers)—the Motorola ROKR (pronounced “Rocker”) is the world’s first 
cell phone with iTunes. Gone are the days when you had to carry and switch 
between two gadgets—the ROKR holds up to 100 tracks (almost as much as the 
Shuffle), allows for playlists, audiobooks and Podcasts, and when a call comes in 
the music pauses! You can also listen to music while you txt or take pictures. 


Needs batteries, but worth it 


Shell Shocker (Mattel/Tyco)—a radio control alien invader that morphs from a 
"cyberball" to "cyberbeast" on the fly and overpowers any obstacle that gets in its 
way. Note: A Wal-Mart description uses the adjectives “brash, noisy, rude and 
incredibly cool.” Plus you must buy the battery charger. 


Furby (Hasbro)—advanced voice recognition lets Furby respond with different 
emotions as well as a host of other capabilities like telling jokes, singing songs 
and speaking in two different languages (Furbish and English). Like all good 
friendships, interactive Furby responds to lots of love and attention—and unlike 
the 90s version, he’s got an “OFF” switch. 


Darth Vader Voice Changer (Hasbro)—f this past Halloween was any 
indication, Star Wars stuff is sure to be a hit! The millions of kids that dressed-up 
like Vader will be thrilled about this realistic looking helmet and chest piece that 
plays movie phrases and has a voice-altering microphone— making you sound 
Lord Vader, himself. 


Pixel Chix (Mattel—carry this VFF (virtual friend forever) everywhere in an 
interactive handheld device. Each character “lives” in a 3-D house where they 
play games, change fashions and stuff like that. And like any friend, the Pixel 
Chix requires care and attention, or else they talk behind your back and give you 
irtual attitude. 


ve Chimp Head (WowWee) —this lifelike robotic chimp head mimics the 
nate’s wild behaviour. Freaky? Sort of...but highly original. And it makes next 


years present easy—the rest of the chimp’s body will be available in time for 
Christmas 06’. 


Dolls 


Barbie and the Magic of Pegasus: Groom & Glam (Mattel)—what could be 
better than a Barbie doll? Why, the Pegasus Styling Head with its long flowing 
purple hair and pretty accessories, of course. 


Princess Annika Barbie (Mattel) — She was the star of the YTV special “Barbie 
& the Magic of Pegasus,” and she'll be a star under your tree this year too. Little 
Groom & Glam girls love the transformable outfit and especially the girl-sized light-up wand — 
perfect for casting spells on siblings. 


Bratz Rock Angelz (MGA Entertainment)—the Bratz band, Rock Angelz, can be 
seen (dolls), heard (CD) and played (Gamecube). For a small price, the girls will 
even take their worldwide tour to your living room!! Tour bus, party plane and 
cruiser are sold separately. Like seriously. 


Se Semi Educational 


= ri Black Belts Karate Home Studio (Spin Master)—are you too busy to take your 
=> i kid to karate class? Hiii-ya! This at-home studio will teach them the basic blocks, 
Karate Home punches, stances and kicks of this martial art on their own time. 
Studio 
Pet Master (Excalibur Electronics)—kids can find out exactly what they need to 
know about training and caring for a new kitten or puppy-with the push of a 
button! There are tips on proper pet nutrition, exercise and how to deal with bad 
behavior! It's the perfect primer before giving in and buying that pet. 


Sprout it out (Spin Master)—give the instant messenger in your life a new twist 
on SMS with Magic Sproutz. Each bean is laser etched with a secret message 
that is revealed as the plant sprouts. Whether it’s a simple thank-you, good luck, 
or horoscope; with a little water and love, Magic Sproutz will grow a cute 
message fit for a green thumb. 


Mmm Mmm Good 


Doctor Dreadful Freaky Food Lab (Funrise)—if your son is more Mad Scientist 
than Martha Stewart he might enjoy this “food lab” where gruesome creations like 
bubbling brains, swollen eyes and monster skin are on the menu. 


Shape-lts (Be Amazing Toys) — the kit that actually urges kids to “play with their 
ood.” Giant “food forms” that look like cookie cutters, decorating gels, sprinkles 
nd markers allow kids to turn their favourite foods like pizza and cookies into 

ool designs. 


Sprout It Out es 


ponu (Cranium)—good ol’ fashioned family fun to be had with this “What's 
favourite thing?” game. 


nd DVD (Milton Bradley)—classic Candyland comes to life with a DVD 
a mini-games that get kids up and moving around. 
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3D Pool Table 


Mario Kart DS 


Kameo: Elements 
of Power 


Katamari 
Dumacy 


3D Pool Game Table (Zocker Toys)—if sinking balls seemed difficult before try 
playing pool horizontally and vertically on three levels of surface. The player to 
get the balls to the bottom first wins! Unlike those cumbersome “mature” tables, it 
snaps apart for easy storage. 


Wondering what the “big three” are up to? Our video game guru 
sounds off... 


Nintendo 

This holiday season, Nintendo ends its prehistoric attitude toward online gaming 
by launching its FREE wireless gaming network for the Nintendo DS handheld 
device. The company has partnered with North American broadband companies 
to provide wireless access to gamers in hotspots peppered across the continent, 
including select McDonald's restaurants. Mario Kart DS and Animal Crossing: 
Wild World will be the must-have Nintendo DS titles this year, and each will take 
advantage of the new network. Gamers can also access the gaming service via 
their own personal wireless network, which they can even set up by purchasing 
Nintendo's upcoming wireless hub. 


XBox 

Microsoft follows up its entry into console gaming by launching the XBox 360 in 
November. The system debuts at two different price points: expensive, and more 
expensive. Some stores are bundling the console with a handful of games and 
extra peripherals which will bring the system price up to a staggering "way way 
more expensive." Among the more impressive or hotly anticipated titles 

are Perfect Dark Zero and Kameo: Elements of Power (both by design team 
Rare who were wooed from Nintendo's fold by a hefty chunk of change a few 
years back), and Elder Scrolls: Oblivion, the sequel to RPG of the year 
Morrowind, which turned a few XBox gamers' heads back in the day. (Note: 
Perfect Dark Zero and Elder Scrolls: Oblivion has not yet received ESRB ratings, 
but may be rated Mature on their release) 


Playstation 

Sony offers more sequels to its lineup of mascot titles with Sly Cooper 3 and 
Jak X. Burnout Revenge follows the excellent Burnout 3 car crashing 

game. Namco's sequel to the quirky Katamari Damacy holds that We ¥ 
Katamari ... and we do! Tony Hawk's American Wasteland keeps the 
franchise going at its usual one game per year rate. The design team behind the 
beautiful Ico have outdone themselves with Shadow of the Collosus. 

Expect kids to be sucked in by the usual spate of movie-based games, from the 
Witch and the Wardrobe, but don't expect the games themselves to be all that 
great. 


CD's make a great little gift—here are a few new releases worthy of 
purchase... 


Mariah Carey - The Emancipation of Mimi: Platinum Edition (November 15" 
Release) 

Can’t get enough Mimi? This re-release features four new songs that will be sure 
to keep the kids turning down the volume on those speakers...how does she hit 
those notes?! 


Madonna - Confessions On A Dance Floor (November 15" Release) 
i No more gothic wigs, no more cowboys. She’s back and groovier than ever. 
Madonna’s new CD is said to be the most heart pumping, fast-paced yet and 
promises to get you moving on the dance floor. Sounds like Madge has a few hits 
left in her. Listening Discretion Advised. 


Pharrell Williams- In My Mind (November 15" Release) 

No longer a N.E.R.D., Pharrell is heading out on his own and proving that he can 
lead the music scene solo. Featuring some cameos from his famous friends, 
Gwen and Jay Z, the big P is on our list as a top seller this season. 


Lindsay Lohan - A Little More Personal (November 22™ Release) 

Lindsay is striking again and apparently this time it’s personal. Writing songs 
about her parents, friends and ex boyfriends, we'll be sure to know more about 
Ms. Lohan after listening to her tunes. For now all we know is that she should 
stick to acting...meow! 


Lindsay Lohan Outkast - Idlewild (December 6" Release) 

The follow up album to the CD that made HEY YA an international anthem, 
Outkast is hitting the stores with a soundtrack to their upcoming film “Idlewild.” 
Pick it up when it hits stores and you'll be ready to sing along when the movie 
comes out in January. 


Fugees - Name TBD (December 27" Release) 

Ready or not, here they come! It’s been nearly 10 years, so we’re all set for 
another album from the genius minds of Wyclef, Lauryn and Pras. All this waiting 
sure is “killing me softly’... 


Melly Furtado - Loose (December Release) 

Our Canadian girl has been locked up for the past year working with super- 
producer Timbaland on her newest album. If it’s anything like her other albums, 
ca > she'll be flying like a bird right up to #1. 

Hope pario Hope Partlow - Who We Are (Already Available) 

cumbent Jessica Simpson, step aside for Hope Partlow. This country/pop 
aging sensation is a breath of fresh air in today’s music scene. Pick up this CD 
ay and your future little pop princess will want to break out the hairbrush to 

g along, you go girl! 


"s Big Fun Party Present (in stores now) 
ngly with it as YTV delivers the holiday hits by some of today’s top pop 
e Hilary Duff and Jesse McCartney and Weezer. 


Big Fun Party 
Present 
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en's yA Here are a few you might enjoy watching too... 
TAS 
= Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire 


Why: C'mon now people. Who's going to say no to Harry at this point? Just hand over 
Harry Potter your money and enjoy. 


The Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, The Witch, and The Wardrobe 
Why: This classic kids novel gets its first big screen adaptation. Fantasy films are on a 
roll right now thanks to the boy wizard and those precocious Hobbits; check out Disney's 
take on the genre. 


Zathura 

Why: A pseudo-sequel to Jumanji where the kids play a board game that transports them 
to an astro adventure in space. With fantastic special effects, the buzz is this one’s even 
better than that Robin Williams jungle romp. 


king Kong 
Why: Peter Jackson’s first flick since the LOTR trilogy is a not-miss. Three more reasons: 
a big hairy ape, dinosaurs and a serious Jack Black. 


Chicken Little 

Why: Disney's first CGI feature without the help of Pixar is generating buzz as one of the 
funniest movies of the year. Plus, you can play everyone's favourite animated movie 
game, “Guess The Celebrity Voice”...tonnes of famous vocal cords are put to use for this 
little flick. 


Narnia 


a 


Chicken Little 


DISCLAIMER: These suggestions come from the buzz on the street, the mall, the 
Internet, and numerous publications. Not responsible for returns, doubles, re-gifting, 
exorbitant price tags or breakage. 


For more information contact: Aubray Lynas at aubray.lynas@corusent.com. 


